[Use of the integral parameter of dermatoglyphic differences for determining the type of zygosity of twins].
A method is described increasing the reliability of twin zygosity diagnosis in cases when the possibility of using a large number of mendelian markers is restricted. The method is based on the determination of generalized index of dermatoglyphic differences between members of twin pair for 18 characteris of finger and palm dermatoglyphics and on principles of multivariate genetic analysis, which is worked out to determine the degree of heritability of multifactorial character and to study the structure of hereditary predisposition to multifactorial diseases. The efficiency of the method with respect to determinating the type of twin zygosity is approximately equivalent to the efficiency of using 5--6 mendelian marker systems.